
 

OUR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
 

Being a member of the European Union in our ecologically orientated school we put a special emphasis on 

getting to know our close and far neighbours and, first of all, on effective teaching of foreign languages. In 

the past we carried out a German speaking Comenius project, so now it was time to seek a link with an 

English eco-school to develop a long-term relationship and carry out joint projects.  

 

How did it all start? 
 

In autumn 2008 I advertised our school in Global Gateway. Soon afterwards, I received an enthusiastically 

sounding email from the headteacher of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Primary School in Oldbury near 

Birmingham in the UK. I immediately replied with the ideas of future cooperation and……there was a long 

silence. Around Christmas time I decided to send an email to this school again, but this time to a school 

mail address (previously it was the headteacher’s private mail). It proved to be a very good decision as it 

turned out that my first email had never reached the headteacher. Since then we started to intensively 

exchange emails about our schools and suggestions of future projects. Surprisingly enough, we got on very 

well from the very beginning. We knew intuitively that we can be real partners and even friends. The 

English school is a very multicultural school with 50% of children coming from ethnic minority 

backgrounds, mainly Asian, Carribean and African ones. It is so exotic and exciting for Polish pupils! 

Being linked with such a school they definitely broaden their knowledge about the world, other 

nationalities and cultural diversity.  Our pupils started preparing letters and works about their day-to-day 

lives, families, interests, countries and each other’s local areas One class from each year got linked with a 

class from the English school. We displayed the works in the classrooms. 

 

One of the first things we did was to invite our partner school to our annual international ecological 

contest. They happily agreed to participate. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Can we come in two weeks’ time? 

 
 

As we were celebrating the 15th anniversary of our school in February 2009 I invited the headteachers 

from St. Francis Xavier to join us in the celebrations. They could not come as they had an important school 

event at the same time, but this gave them an incentive to think about a visit to our school. And without too 

much hesitation the two English headteachers came down to Wroclaw in March on a self-funded three-day 

visit. We showed them the school and the city, they observed different lessons and met our staff, they also 

taught English language lessons about their school and pupils. Our pupils were very interested in all they 

talked about. The English guests visited linked classes, who prepared special letters and gifts for their 

English peers and their teachers. The pupils were really excited and brave enough to put their English 

language skills into practice and this was a big added educational value to the visit and somehting we really 

wanted to achieve.   

 

This first meeting was a turning point in developing our partnership and friendship. We felt as if we had 

known each other for ages. We were so lucky to have found each other and to got on so well! Since then 

we knew that our relationship will exceed the formal partnership and that our pupils will only benefit from 

that. It was the begining of an amazing adventure between two schools, two countries and two 

nationalities! 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Meeting the Indians 

 
 

St Francis Xavier Primary Catholic school holds a lot of certificates and awards. Besides the recent link 

with us, for a few years they have been cooperating with a Catholic St Stephen’s school in Dahod, India 

and every year they win a British Council award for the International Coordinator of the year. They used 

this award to fund a visit of seven Indian teachers in their school and two teachers from our school in May 

2009. 

 

We were extremely happy to meet all the staff at St. Francis Xavier and to meet the Indian teachers. We 

were so touched when we saw the school decorated with Polish, British and Indian flags. 

 

Despite coming from different cultures we felt that there is something that unites us and that we want to 

work together exchanging our professional and private experiences and to share the lives of our schools. It 

was very interesting to hear about life in the Indian school, where there can be as many as 90 pupils in one 

class and where desks, chairs and blackboards are of very poor quality and there are no teaching aids, but 

despite all that – pupils are happy, respect their teachers and are very motivated to learn.  

 

We had a wonderful time together, observing lessons, talking with pupils, getting to know the staff, sharing 

our cultures and experiences, going sightseeing and dining and singing together. Polish pupils from the 

English school were very proud of being Polish and of knowing Polish language and of the fact that they 

could talk to us in their native language. 

 



During our one-day trip to London we had a meeting in British Council and presented our international 

cooperation there. We felt that something very unique and significant was going on between our countries, 

schools and in our lives. 

 

During our stay in the English school the Polish, English and Indian schools drew a plan of the trilateral 

cooperation. We decided that except for exchanging works and projects on different topics each school will 

be responsible for organising an international contest: the Indian school will do a culture awareness contest, 

the English school – an art contest and ours will continue the ecological one. Having chosen the winners 

each school will publish a contest booklet with all the contributed works for all the pupils, parents and 

teachers to see.  All the three schools will also celebrate chosen events from the school life together and 

exchange the photographs, reports and podcasts about them. 

 

We were very grateful for the invitation to see the English school and for all that we received and learned 

there. We grew up professionally and spiritually. We are convinced that this cooperation will be very 

developing for our school and pupils, who will broaden their mind and learn a lot of interesting things 

about their foreign peers and make friends with them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Ecology first! 

 
 

Prior to the meeting we got in touch with the Indian school and invited them to participate in our 

international ecological contest. This gave a truly global dimension to this competition and to our school 

and we were very proud of that.  

 

At the beginning of June we held the final ceremony of the 2nd edition of our ecological contest. This year 

the topic was „Insects – guardians of meadows”. Besides the English and Indian schools we also invited 

schools from the USA, Germany, Slovakia and Ukraine. The contest aroused a great interest and we 

received a lot of beautiful works in four categories: a powerpoint presentation, art, a fairy tale and a 



boardgame. Local authorities and sponsors were invited to attend the final ceremony. After the 

headteacher’s official welcome all the foreign schools were introduced. There were two screens on both 

sides of the stage – on one there were the winning ppt presentations going on and on the other the names of 

the winners were being shown when the results were read out and in between  - the photos of the beautiful 

art works submitted to the contest. Two pupils from year 6 were the announcers. After announcing the 

results from each category there were some performances: an excellent play based on the contents of the 

winning fairy tale, a ballet show performed by our pupil to the music of a famous children’s cartoon story 

called Maya the Bee and a modern dance show performed by our pupil dressed as an ant. The youngest 

contestants from Wroclaw ecological nursery performed a wonderful play about an insect family and a 

dwarf. They had professional costumes and decorations. There were also songs about nature, landscape and 

ecology performed individually and by our school choir. All the ceremony was recorded and at the end the 

pupils waved to the camcorder and cheerfully and loudly said good-bye in English to our partner schools. 

All the art works, posters, fairy tales and board games were exposed in the main school hall. Our contest 

showed that good international cooperation and school partnerships are really possible and emphasized its 

unquestionable value in linking children from all over the world by one universal and currently very 

important topic, which is ecology. 

 

 

 





 
 

 

 

At St. Francis Xavier’s again 

 

 
In July I had a chance to briefly visit our partner school of St. Francis Xavier again. This was a wonderful 

opportunity to personally hand in to English pupils the prizes from the ecological contest. I also had long 



conversations with Polish pupils and their parents and attended a very important school ceremony – 

Confirmation service. I was also lucky enough to see an annual school musical performance and was really 

impressed with what I saw. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Let’s do Comenius together! 
 

When the English headteachers were visiting our school in March I received a phone call from an Irish 

school inviting us to join them and a Lithuanian and Portuguese school in a common Comenius project. As 

we had just finished discussing Comenius opportunities between our and the English school I asked if St. 

Francis Xavier could also participate. The Irish coordinator agreed and having obtained the European 

Union funds for a preparatory visit we all met in September in a Portuguese school in Vizela near Porto. It 

was absolutely fantastic to see our „old” friends from England again! 

 

We discussed the details of our joint project and we will be applying for EU funds next February to carry it 

out. It was amazing to see how well different nations can communicate with one another and what fabulous 

time they can have together. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Currently….. 
 

From 24 October till 30 October we are going to host in our school five teachers from St Francis Xavier 

Catholic Primary School in England and one teacher and a vice principal from St Stephen’s School in 

India.  

 

The English teachers are coming here on a study visit under Teachers’ International Professional 

Development scheme and will be learning, above all, about our teaching English as a foreign language, 

education for Sustainable Development and pastoral wellbeing and pupil safeguarding (the role of school 

counsellors). They consider our school to be a centre of excellence in the teaching of English as a foreign 

language which embraces some of the most cutting edge technology and a leading environmental school in 

our city. 

 

Making the most of this opportunity and feeling grateful for the May experience we decided to invite a vice 

principal of the Indian school, whom we had met in England and we managed to find a sponsor for his 

airplane ticket from Delhi to Wroclaw. We are going to hold an Indian-English-Polish Day under the 

auspices of the Embassy of India and a lot of interesting events connected with these countries at our 

school during the visit of the foreign guests. We do believe  our pupils will benefit a lot from such a face-

to-face encounter with other cultures.   

 

 

 



Summary 

 
When I advertised our school on Global Gateway almost a year ago I had no idea that it will result in such 

an intensive and close international cooperation and true friendship between so many people. I had no idea 

that behind the formal school partnership I will find very close friends and meet their families. I had no 

idea about school conditions and education system in India. I did not expect at all that we would meet each 

other as often as five times within nine months and feel really united. But all this happened and we are very 

grateful for this unique experience of learning about each other’ cultures and school good practices, of 

sharing our lives with each other and carrying out different projects together. This link is a wonderful 

opportunity for the pupils and the staff. We received and shared so much kindness and so many good 

things that we will never be the same people again.  

 

I have been telling all my pupils about their foreign peers and their schools. They have been so interested! 

All our actions aim to open pupils’ and their parents’ eyes to world diversity and to expand their 

knowledge about other countries as well as to teach them respect for others. The teachers have also been 

learning a lot from each other and already copied some of good practices observed in each other’s school.  

Both our staff and pupils are highly motivated to learn English language, because they personally saw it is 

a powerful tool of communication. Through this professional, personal and intercultural exchange we do 

feel there are no borders between our countries, schools and hearts and we feel really united.  

We would love our teachers to visit the English school and enable them to learn from our English friends. 

We look forward to a fruitful long-term cooperation in future. 

 

What have we done together so far? 

 

1. We have exchanged a number of works on pupils’ schools, cities, countries, families, school trips, 

everyday life, hobbies and interests, Easter traditions and summer holidays, 

2. We have been in a regular touch via emails and have seen each other personally already four times with 

the fifth visit taking place on 24 October 2009. All the meetings contribute greatly to our professional and 

personal development and broaden our and our pupils’ horisons.   

3. We have celebrated together (three schools) Earth hour, World Book Day and exchanged photos online. 

All the schools are going to write a message to Copenhagen Climate Summit and send them together to 

politicians.  

4. All schools have participated in the international ecological contest organised by our school and in a 

culture-awareness contest organised by the Indian school 

5. We have had special sessions for all the staff to educate them on what the other schools look like. The 

staff learnt a lot about each other’s educational systems.  

6. During the visit in May our school was invited to apply for a sustainable school award given by the 

metropolitan borough council of the English school. We are currently waiting for their decision. 

 

It seems natural that the next step should be visiting the India school. This is our dream. And where there is 

a will, there is a way………. 
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